
FIETAS

a fragment



Fietas October 1977 from the 

northwest. 

North was the white suburb of 

Vrededorp.

South was the white suburb of 

Mayfair.

East were railway yards.

West were schools and a graveyard



Children on 

the border of 

Fietas and 

Mayfair,1949.

Fietas was 

‘mixed’, Mayfair 

was a White 

suburb to the 

south of Fietas.

The Black 

children lived in 

Fietas, the White 

children were 

from Mayfair. 

Black residents of 

Fietas were later 

forced out by the 

municipality



A backyard mechanic and his sons,  
Vrededorp, 1977
Vrededorp was a White, mainly Afrikaner 

working class suburb to the north and 
east of Fietas.



Shopping on 14th

Street, July 1965



Pielieboy Billings and friend at the 
corner of Krause and 22nd Streets. 
April 1976



Shopping in Fietas, 

July 1965



Farouk Janoo, shopkeeper, 

December 1976



Shopper at Farouk Janoo’s shop, 

December 1976



In the shop of the Docrat brothers on 

14th street. 1976



Fietas

In the last months of Yusuf 

Docrat’s store on 14th Street. 

1976



Golam Mehmood Mia (left), 

Mehmood Mia and Iqbal Abdullah 

on 14th Street, January 1976



Harry, who was supported for many years 

by shopkeepers on 14th Street 



Manula Makan and her 

daughter Joshila on 14th Street, 

November 1976



Entrance to the Noble 

family’s house on Krause 

off 13th Street



House with a closed-in stoep, 

October 1976



Washerwoman at work in a Fietas

backyard, 1976



In a Fietas backyard, 1976



Imraan Ebrahim Karani in his parents’ 

bedroom,  15th Street 1976



Ayesha and Yusuf Rajah at home with their 

baby, 1976



Tahera Karbelkar in her kitchen.  In 1906,  as a child, 

she came with her parents from Cape Town to this 

house in what was then known as Malay Location, 

which became the suburb of Pageview, known by its 

people as Fietas. There were Coloureds, Africans 

and Indians in Fietas.  Most of the Africans were 

‘removed’; most of the Coloureds were persuaded 

to leave; that left the Indians. 

In her seventies Karbelkar faced forced removal. 

She, a Malay, was disqualified from living in her 

house which was in a Group Area now reserved for 

occupation by Whites. 

There was no group area for Malays in Joburg. She 

hoped to be sent to an Indian rather than a 

Coloured Group Area for in the latter she feared 

gang violence.  She was sent to an Indian area.

Krause and 21st Streets, December 1976



Tahera Karbelkar’s voorkamer, Krause Street, December 

1976. It was a wooden and corrugated iron house. The 

floors were rickety, so I asked her please to be very still 

during the 15 minute exposure. We were standing 

quietly next to the camera as the light did its work 

when suddenly there was loud knocking on the front 

door. She froze in fright, put her finger to her lips and 

whispered, ‘Shhhh. It’s the GG’s. 

The GG’s were the Group Area inspectors who rode in 

Government Garage cars with GG number plates and 

served removal notices on racially ‘disqualified’ people.  

We waited in rigid silence. The knocking went on for a 

long time and then stopped.

Tahera Karbelkar’s house was demolished in 1977.



A young woman at home in Fietas, 1976



In the living room of an apartment on 14th

Street, 1976



Junaid Dockrat and Enver Gani at the corner 

of 17th and Delarey Streets, 1976



Yaksha Modi, daughter of Chagan Modi, in 

her father’s Indian sweetmeat and spice shop, 

1976



Chagan Modi with his wife and daughter. 

Krause Street, 1976



Ismail Peersaap of Mansoor Sweetmeats. 

No one walked out of his shop without a 

little gift to eat.  At the back of the shop 

was an informal restaurant. 17th Street, 

1976



Osman Gani trading on 14th Street



On a Saturday afternoon when their shops were 

closed, Ebrahim Moolla, Shaikjee and Habib 

Sakoor followed a radio commentary on a 

cricket match. 14th Street 1976.



On Delarey Street and 19th, 

1976
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The Kohinoor family 

building.  At left they 

had a convenience 

store, in the middle a 

women’s clothing 

store, and at right, a 

men’s clothing store. 

The family lived 

upstairs. 

Corner Krause and 

13th Streets, December 

1976



Baba Sahib opened his 

butchery early in the 20th

century. In 1940 Sahib was old 

and ill so his son of 16, 

Hassimia joined him. 

It was a ‘mutton shop’ as 

most of their customers were 

Hindu. However to reassure 

Muslims that halaal was 

stocked, it was called the 

Islamic Butchery. 

The shop was popular among 

African workers from the 

railway yards and Afrikaners 

from Vrededorp and Brixton.  

17th Street, 1976



The Wadee’s house: two homes 

and one stoep. 13th Street, 9 

October 1975



The tailor on Krause Street, 1976



Bridal wear in a shop window on Delarey Street, 7 

December 1976



Advertising on the shopfront of  Gary’s 

Bazaar, 14th,Street



Signage on a shop on 14th Street.

The ‘Non White Shop, Nie Blanke Winkel’ sign 

indicated that this store had been authorised  under 

the Transvaal Shop Hours Ordinance to keep open for 

longer than normal hours. This dispensation originated 

from demands of shopkeepers to allow them to cater 

to the needs of African mineworkers whose hours of 

work prevented them from shopping during normal 

trading times. 

The nomenclature used to indicate the special status of 

such shops told of shifting ethnic and political 

sensibilities. Thus ‘Native Shop’ became ‘Bantu Shop’, 

then ‘Non White Shop’ and finally, ‘African Shop’.



Door of a shop on 14th Street, 1976



Entrance to the Mall’s house on 17th Street, December 

1977



Farouk Nagdee and friend on 

20th Street, 1976



In the 15th Street mosque, 21 June 1982



The madressa, 23rd Street, May 

1977



Ozzie Docrat and his daughter Nassima, in his shop, 

the Subway Grocers, Delarey Street, 1977



On the landing of Ozzie Docrat’s house, 20th

Street, 1977



In the Docrat home, 20th Street, 1977



In the Docrats’ living room, 20th Street, 1977



The bedroom of Ozzie and Sarah Docrat, 1977.

Ozzie Docrat was born in 1928 in his 

grandparents’ house on Delarey Street,  but 

grew up with four brothers and two sisters 

in this, his parents’ house on 20th Street.  He 

inherited the house from his mother.

In 1950 he prepared this room for his bride, 

Sarah xxxxxx He had the walls decorated 

with a wavy plaster finish and had this 

walnut bedroom suite made to order. 

In 1977, ‘disqualified’ from living in his house, 

he cut six inches from the width of each of 

these beds so that they would fit into the 

bedroom in the house that he did not want 

to build in Lenasia, the Group Area to which 

he and his family were consigned.



Sons?? of Ozzie and Sarah Docrat in the 

house on 20th Street



On the balcony of the Docrat house, 20th

Street, 1977



Asiya Docrat

helps her father, 

Ozzie Docrat, 

remove the 

fittings from his 

shop after its 

forced closure, 

Delarey Street, 

Date ???



Ozzie Docrat’s shop after its 

forced closure, Delarey Street, 

1977
When it comes to Fietas, to Pageview, it hits 

me very badly. My shop. I was 19 when I went 

into the shop. I built it up. For my father it was 

just a sort of a station. But for me it was a 

viable shop. It became the best known shop in 

Fietas. Except for clothing and textiles I 

stocked from a pin to an anchor. But it was not 

only a shopping place. It was a meeting place.  

Especially in the evening when people came 

back from work. When there was a cricket or 

rugby match – in those days there were only 

radio commentaries – they all used to come in 

and listen. I had blackboards outside and I 

used to put the score up there.  Trams and 

buses used to pass and they would see the 

score. Sometimes the tram driver would stop 

his tram and come over and say, ‘Change your 

board, they’re three wickets down’ or whatever.  

It was a place where people expected to find 

news. The customers were my friends. The shop 

gave me a lot of living.



The view from Fietas to the 

Braamfontein railway yards. 

Delarey Street, October 1976

The hoarding reads, 

This is our new world. 

Read the morning paper for the 

new generation

Beeld



14th Street, shortly before its destruction. May 1977



S A Docrat after he 

locked the door of his 

shop for the last time. 

14th Street, 1977



The western wall of Hassimia Sahib’s 

butchery on 17th Street,  circa1982



Hassimia Sahib's Republic 

Islamic Butchery - doing 

business from behind a steel 

grille. The gaping holes were 

the home of the neighbour, 

Omar Rusum ‘Chief’ Allie, 

who was ‘removed’ and his 

house gutted by the state.

At right, housing for Whites 

was under construction. 25 

September 1982



After the enforced closure of Gary’s 

Bazaar on 14th Street, a young woman 

has her hair curled by a friend.  May 

1977



Shireen Husain, whose family 

resisted removal. 13th or 12th

Street, 8 March 1986



The start of the demolition of a 

semi-detached house. The 

cement ball was a much 

favoured decorative feature on 

Fietas houses.  January 1978



A Fietas house being destroyed. May 1977



Sunday morning: cleaning 

the family car, 18th Street, 

all but destroyed. 27 June 

1982



At left are the remains of Ozzie 

Docrat’s house (see pxxx). The 

house at right was being rented 

by the Patel family, whose son 

was to be married. Not wanting 

the celebration to be in a ‘dirty’ 

house, it was being painted for 

the occasion.  Later, the house 

was destroyed. 20th Street, 3 June 

1982



Zulu women salvage bricks 

from demolished houses 

for a White building 

contractor. 

The house under 

destruction was the Koor

family’s. The house at left 

was Ebrahim Sayed’s who is 

still resident there.  21st

Street, 3 June 1982



The contractor’s site office has 

been erected, ground has been 

cleared, the building of houses 

for Whites can begin.                                                                                                        

20 June 1976



A White man sells prints from a 

trailer where Chagan Modi’s 

shop used to be. 17th Street, 31 

May 1982



A house for Whites under 

construction at left,  partially 

destroyed Indian family homes 

at right, and the builder’s yard. 

21st Street, 4 May 1983



.

A ‘classic’ Fietas house with features 
typical of Fietas vernacular 
architecture. 15th Street, 30 March 
1989



A Department of Community  
Development house built for 
Whites. Typical of these houses is 
clearly evident imitation of angles, 
curves and devices of Fietas
vernacular architecture. Compare 
the slope of the wall, the 
crenellations and the curvature of 
the ‘porthole’ and the arch of the 
gateway in the Fietas house on the 
previous page. 14th Street, 30 
March 1989.



Fourteenth Street, once one of the prime shopping areas 

in Joburg after the destruction of all but two of its 

buildings and the construction of houses for Whites. 

7 November 1986 



Housing for Whites and 

Hassimia Sahib’s butchery after 

the Department of 

Community Development had 

demolished his neighbour’s 

part of the building and 

crudely boarded up the gaping 

hole thus produced. The 

building became infested by 

rats, but the Sahib family 

continued to live and trade 

there until the Department 

allowed him the ground he 

had selected for his new 

butchery in Lenasia. 17th

Street, 8 March 1986



Where Hassimia Sahib’s 

butchery used to be. 17th

Street, 6 June 1988.

Forced out of his shop and 

home, the state was 

compelled to provide him 

with alternate 

accommodation. He was 

offered a shop in the 

Oriental Plaza where his 

wholesale supplier would 

also have premises. He 

declined, as he said, ‘To be 

eaten by the lion’ and chose 

a site in Lenasia. He refused 

to close his shop in Fietas

until assured of the place in 

Lenasia. Nor would he pay a 

bribe to get it. He finally 

moved in 1986. His former 

site is still empty (2016). 



Faced with expulsion from their shops, three 

Indian businessmen examine possible alternate 

sites in the Oriental Plaza, then being built to 

accommodate businesses displaced by the 

enforcement of Group Areas in Johannesburg. 

Fordsburg 1974 



In a gutted shop awaiting 

demolition, homeless people 

find a place. 14th Street, 23 

October 1982



Jacob Olifant, 41, ex-motor 

mechanic now homeless. 14th

Street, 7 January 2016



Ebrahim Sallie, 51, born in 

Newclare.  At 19 he was a 

member of the Spaldings. In a 

fight with the Fast Guns he 

stabbed a man 6 times and 

was attacked with a panga

but it missed. He went to jail 

for murder in 1982 and 

became a member of a 

prison gang, the 28s. In his 22 

years in jail he learnt to be a 

chef, a barman and a 

gardener. He has one child 

but doesn't see him.

An Indian resident of the 

street pays him to clear the  

weeds on 20th Street. 30 

January 2016



A pot plant at one of the houses built by the 

Department of Community Development, 19th Street, 26 

March 2016



The remains of the Docrats’ lavatory.  This reinforced 

concrete structure carried the water tank and lavatory of 

Ozzie Docrat’s family home. Too sturdy for the frontend 

loaders of the Department of Community Development to 

push over and gradually eroding, it still stands on 20th Street 

in Fietas. 17 March 2003.

Asked, in an interview, whether he had ever been back to 

Fietas after he and his family were expelled, Ozzie Docrat

said that it was too painful to go there, but that travelling in 

a double-decker bus one day, he looked out of the corner of 

his eye. He saw his lavatory and said to himself, ‘Shit. That’s 

all they’ve left us is shit’.


